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Buy local to
be more of
a priority

Andrew Hough

outh Australian firms

will be given first prefer-
ence and buying local prod-
ucts made a priority under
proposed changes govern-
ing formal City Council
tenders.

The council will tweak its
policies around its $140 mil-
lion annual procurement
spend that will force staff to
first determine if goods or
services are available with-
in South Australia.

Under the “buy local”
plans, which have been en-
dorsed by a council commit-
tee, companies bidding for
city work would also be
compelled to outline how
many jobs and labour hours
they can provide.

While the council sources
almost 90 per cent of its
goods and services from
South Australian-based or-
ganisations and almost 40
per cent from CBD firms,
the new “industry partici-
pation policy plan” aims to
boost that figure.

The new policy is based
on feedback from local busi-
nesses and council suppli-
ers and an analysis of its
invoices and accounts pay-
able postcodes. Members of
the council’s finance and
business services commit-
tee backed the move ata
meeting on Tuesday night
before a formal vote by
councillors next week.

A staff report, presented
to the committee meeting,
admits that while its pro-
curement spending had a
“very high percentage” of
firms with local addresses,
it was unable to accurately
outline what benefit it pro-
vided.

“Labour and capital are
important drivers of econ-
omic contribution,” the re-
port states. “Increasing the
use of both local labour and
capital ... should lead to the
local economic contribution
of procurement spending
being maximised.”
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Stony faces lookin
down at us from above

Look up while strolling past the city’s old buildings and it's likely you'll see a stone-carved face or creature staring back at you.
Known as gargoyles (decorative waterspouts) or grotesques (any caricature-style human/animal faces), the decorations are a
glimpse into times gone by. David Brown, director of specialist conservation and heritage practice BB Architects, says grotesques
go back to medieval times. “Initially, back then, they were to ward off evil spirits ... by the time they got to Adelaide they were
essentially decoration for entertainment, or making a statement.” He says such pieces are missing from modern-day architecture.
“We live in an age of not using applied decoration - who's going to pay for it? Back then it was part of culture to add that extra layer
of decoration because they didn't know any different. We don't see anything like that these days.” That's why we pounded the
pavement to check out what we've still got. Here's your guide to the grotesques and gargoyles of the city.

Pilgrim Uniting Church, 12 Flinders St
The architect behind this Revival Gothic-
style church loved his pet squirrel so much
he had it immortalised in stone. Robert Ge-
orge Thomas, who brought his furry friend
with him from England, suggested to the
stone carver Samuel Peters that a squirrel
be introduced into the design of the central
pillar. A copy of the squirrel is also carved
into the church organ. The church was
built in 1867.

Mayfair Hotel, 45 King William St
Lions and eagles watch over the city
from the Mayfair Hotel, formerly
known as the Colonial Mutual Life
building. The building, constructed
by father and son architecture firm
Hennessy and Co (the inspiration be-
hind the name of Mayfair’s rooftop
bar), opened in 1934. Also on the
building are owls, fish and other
carvings with more of a human-like
appearance. Mayfair Hotel general
manager Martin Radcliffe says most
people comment on the lions (match-
ing the Mayfair’s logo) and the eagles,
which are super close to the rooftop
bar. It’s a little like sharing cocktails

with the birds. An exact replica of this
building - grotesques and all -is in Hobart.

Beehive Corner,

32 King William

St

The home of

Haigh’s had a Vil

solid aluminium
bee was made by
Fine Cast from a
mould designed by

$700,000 faceliftin
thelate ‘90s, so the
golden bee that
sits atop the build-
ingisareplica of X
the original. The

thelate Shaw Hen- "m
dry. Attached to

aniron base, the bee is gilt in 23-carat gold.
The 1897 building is named after a drapery
shop called The Beehive, which occupied
the site during the 1840s.

Fowler's Lion Factory, 68 North Tce

The stone lion of the old Fowler’s Lion Fac-
tory is a 1988-built copy of Melbourne stone-
mason John Patrick Jackson’s original
carving, which was taken by the Fowler
Family when it sold the business in 1982.
The factory was built in 1906.

Adelaide Gaol
There are 10
twisted stone
faces on this
Victorian
Gothic-style
building. This
is typical of
the era, says
Adelaide Gaol
Preservation
Society presi-
dent Penny
Wilkinson. “It
was typical of
gothic build-
ings to have
these gro-
tesques on

them as pro-

tection from evil spirits ... as you can see the
faces are not pretty and are meant to be
frightening to ward off the spirits.” The
carvings can be seen on the towers and
main gate. Wilkinson says the Gaol, built in
1840, went way over budget back in the day
and led to the downfall of Governor Gawler.
“He wanted it done fast so they were paying
the workers high wages to doit—at one
stage they were getting one pound a day,
normally what they got for a week. The gov-
ernor was recalled back to England as a
‘please explain’. What ended up saving SA’s
bacon was the discovery of copper in 1842.”
Each grotesque, carved in Adelaide Hill
quartzite, is believed to have cost £300 at the
time.

Espresso Room,
57 North Tce

We spotted this
face staring down
atus while on a cof-
fee break last
weeK, but no one
seemed to know of
its origin. It re-
mains a mystery.

Switch to Fire Safe Services and
receive up to 50% off your services!

Fire Extinguishers

Fire Blankets

Fire Hose Reels

Fire Hydrant

Booster Systems

Fire Extinguisher hire
Exit/ Emergency Lighting
Fire Extinguisher Training

For all Sales, Services
& Training

Call 8241 1715

Fire Warden Training
Evacuation Training

Refilling fire extinguishers
Hydrostatic testing of fire
extinguishers

Evacuation Plans

Home Saftey Packs

Electrical Testing and Tagging
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1 Port Rd, Queenstown SA

sales@firesafeservices.com.au
www.firesafeservices.com.au
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Since 1960, Time for Kids has provided care and positive
role models for over 5,000 disadvantaged young South

Australians. We need volunteer carers and mentors who

want to make a positive difference. Caring for a child for

just one weekend a month, or an afternoon each fortnight
can help transform a child’s life.

To find out more & register to attend a no-obligation
information session visit: www.timeforkids.com.au

and click ‘How to Help’ or contact us 8440 8500

Dr George Ma
(08) 8231 1124

Level 3, 51 Rundle Mall Adelaide
www.adelaidedentalclinic.com.au

Looking for a
GREAT DENTIST?

1. No Pain! Relax, | have great ways to make your
experience a pain free one.

2. Immediate attention: When you're in pain or
got a problem. I'll fix it. Just call.

3. No Mercury: | won't use metal fillings... only

~ sparkling white ones in porcelain, ceramic or resin.
Terrific cosmetic dentistry: If you want your
teeth to look superb, | have brilliant options
to suit your budget.

5. Value for money: Quality dental care at a fair
price. Credit cards welcome.
Payment plans available.

6. Centrally located. Near parking,
bus and rail, for your convenience
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